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The City of St. Petersburg’s 
replacement of a sewer line will 
affect traffic around USF St. 
Petersburg until mid-March. Sixth 
Avenue S. will be the most affected 
street. The parking spaces on Sixth 
Avenue S. will be blocked for the 
duration of the construction.

Students can only enter and exit 
the parking garage through the 
South entrance on Sixth Avenue 
S. from the right. The univer-
sity encourages students to use 
the garage’s north entrance on 
Fifth Avenue S., which will not be 
affected.

No U-turns are allowed in the 
construction area.

Entrances to lots 2 and 5 near 
the Science and Technology 
Building will also be affected. On 
Sixth Avenue S., students can only 
enter and exit the lots from the 
right. Entering the lots from First 
Street S. is recommended.

The lots by the Piano Man 
Building and Harbor Hall will 
remain open; however, Third Street 
S. will be closed at times during the 
semester. When the street is closed, 
traffic will be rerouted to Fourth 
Street S.
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     News Briefs

City construction till mid-March
Students will have to evade obstacles and construction equipment on Sixth Avenue S. while the city replaces a sewer line
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It’s time to say goodbye to 
sleeping till noon and party-
ing all night and hello to 8 a.m. 
classes and all-night study ses-
sions. Sorry. Though we enjoyed 
our breaks as much as you did, 
we at the Crow’s Nest are happy 
to be back in the newsroom, 
providing you with all the info 
you need to start the semester 
off right (and also some stuff 
you don’t need, but might like). 
Happy New Year, Bulls and wel-
come back.

Monday, Jan. 6
Giant robot seamonsters will 

take over the University Student 
Center ballroom at 7 p.m., 
during Harborside Activities 
Board’s showing of “Pacific 
Rim.” ‘Cause nothing says “wel-
come back” like the apocalypse 
by Nessie on steroids. 

Saturday, Jan. 11
            If your New Year’s 

resolution is to learn to appre-
ciate the arts, there is no better 
way than to start than on the 
Second Saturday Artwalk. Art 
galleries and studios all over St. 
Petersburg invite guests to come 
see their artwork. Art can have a 
reputation for being expensive, 
but this outing is free. It doesn’t 
just happen in January but the 
second Saturday of each month. 
Visit artwalkstpete.com for a 
list of participating galleries.

Student government is 
looking to hire 20 students 
this semester. Volunteer 
positions are open in the 
Supreme Court, Election Rules 
Commission, Office of Legal 
Affairs, Office of Management 
and Budget, Department 
of University Relations, 
Department of Community 
and Government Relations, 
Department of Marketing and 
Communications, Department 
of Sustainable Initiatives and 
Office of Executive Operations. 
The application can be found on 
SG’s Orgsync page.

If you’re interested in writ-
ing for the Nest …

 Join us in SLC 2400 Monday 
at 5 p.m. or Wednesday at 5:15 
p.m. After this week, our regu-
lar contributor meetings will 
resume on Wednesdays only. 
Come with story suggestions 
or just an idea of how to make 
the paper better. We’ll be hiring 
at the end of the semester, so 
now is the time to show us your 
pretty faces before sending in 
your resume.

Taylor Austin/the Crow’s Nest



crowsneststpete.com January 6 - 12, 2014| Volume 48 |Issue 15

Lombardi-Nelson: culture of SG 
has changed, needs improvements

New committee for student club funding
By Jennifer Nesslar
Staff Reporter

Student clubs and organizations 
requesting funding from Student 
Government will now go through 
a new outlet intended to prioritize 
the needs of students over univer-
sity departments.

During finals week, SG passed 
a bill that created the Senate 
Committee on Special Funding, 
splitting the responsibility between 
the existing appropriations com-
mittee and the new committee.

In past semesters, the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations 
worked to fund both student orga-
nizations and campus departments 
funded by Activity and Service fees, 

such as the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs and Harborside Activities 
Board. Now, the newly formed 
Senate Committee on Special 
Funding will take on the responsi-
bility of working with student clubs 
and organizations, leaving other 
entities to the original committee.

“We need to make sure we take 
care of our students first,” said 
Jozef Gherman, the sponsor of the 
bill and former chair of the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations.

  “The Senate Committee 
on Appropriations has been over-
whelmed by granted requests,” the 
bill says. In order to have appro-
priate time to make decisions on 
grant requests, SG recognized the 
need for a second committee to 

handle budgets for the other A&S 
fee groups.

This split of responsibility will 
benefit the A&S fee groups as 
well, Gherman said. The Senate 
Committee on Appropriations will 
increase communications with 
A&S fee funded departments to 
better budget the money they need.

The chairs of each commit-
tee will be decided at the first gen-
eral assembly of the semester on 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, Gherman said. 
He will be stepping down as the 
chair of the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations to become SG’s 
Chief Financial Officer.

Gherman believes the forma-
tion of two committees will “make 
Student Government a little bit 

more financially legitimate.” 
USF Tampa has three commit-

tees working on A&S fee funding. 
While USFSP’s SG doesn’t need 
to model everything after them, 
Gherman said, USFSP can benefit 
from Tampa’s wisdom because their 
SG has been established longer.

Florida universities assem-
ble a committee each year, half 
appointed by the university presi-
dent and half appointed by the stu-
dent body president, according to 
Florida statute. This committee 
decides how much student tuition 
goes toward A&S fees. 

At USFSP, a significant por-
tion of the A&S fees goes toward 
the University Student Center, 
Gherman said. SG then receives 

the remainder of the money to 
fund student clubs and organiza-
tions and the campus departments 
funded by A&S fees.

Gherman compared the process 
of making two separate appropria-
tions committees to adding a lane 
on the highway. SG is “expanding 
the highway of information and 
requests and flexibility,” he said.
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By Amanda Starling
Staff Reporter

After three years of involvement 
with USF St. Petersburg’s Student 
Government, senior Lauren Reilly 
resigned from her position as Chief 
Financial Officer. Though Reilly’s 
decision was driven mostly by the 
desire to focus on her studies, she 
also felt her SG position was in 
jeopardy due to her personal views.

Reilly said she experienced dis-
comfort about the movement of 
bills and the personal ties she felt 
drove the organization.

      “SG is not the place to 
gain personal power over other stu-
dents,” Reilly wrote in her letter of 
resignation. “We are a group of stu-
dents working to improve campus 
life. Yes, hierarchy is important to 
most effectively function, yet exec-
utive leaders don’t even have clear 
goals for the branch … everyone 
is so focused on each other that 
instead they forget that they are rep-
resentatives for the whole campus.”

Her letter also accused Student 
Body President Mark Lombardi-
Nelson of threatening actions and 
manipulation of SG members.

“As CFO I feel my job was dan-
gled in front of my face and I was 
constantly strong armed to not do 
something I wanted to do. Last 
September, I was threatened again 
by Mark Lombardi-Nelson that if I 
did not support Christa Hegedus or 
remain neutral when she runs for 
President in Spring then I would be 
fired.”

But what Reilly calls manipula-
tion, Lombardi-Nelson describes as 
mentoring. He said the conversa-
tion Reilly referred to was one “that 
made sure the work being done 

did not reflect the spring election,” 
explaining that she wanted to focus 
on the Department of Sustainable 
Initiatives over her job as CFO.

Though he is displeased with the 
stigma that comes from close con-
versation with bitter senators, he 
defends his right to have them. 

“People who might need guid-
ance come to me for advice,” 
Lombardi-Nelson said. “If I pull 
someone aside, I’m not breaking 
any rules. It is more or less me com-
municating to any which of my 
constituents and/or people who I 
think might need guidance.”

Feeling torn between her duties 
in SG and the demands of her 
major, Reilly ultimately chose to 
trade the SG office for a paleo lab-
oratory during her final semester. 
Sen. Jozef Gherman will replace 
her as CFO. Reilly is joined by a 
handful of SG members who have 
left recently including Danielle 
Freeman, Christina Johnson and 
Graham Reybitz, as well as a few 
others who are expected to leave 
this semester.

“Something that’s very, very, 
common that’s almost expected on 
an annual (basis) is students join-
ing senate and not coming back,” 
said Lombardi-Nelson. “You’re 
trying the water, you’re seeing if it’s 
a good fit for you. Some students 
feel it’s not a good fit, so they don’t 
come back or they leave early.”

         With the new semester, 
up to 20 positions opened up in SG, 
including volunteer positions in 
the Supreme Court and the Office 
of Management and Budget. To fill 
the spots, SG will rally in front of 
the University Student Center on 
Tuesdays to promote the positions 
to students.

         Lombardi-Nelson, a 
member of SG since 2012, noted 
the culture of the organization has 
changed over the past couple of 
years. What was once a tight group 
of friends who wrote what they saw 
fit began to grow into a larger orga-
nization within campus, he said.

         “The culture of the orga-

nization is something I’d really like 
to improve, because it’s not the way 
it used to be,” Lombardi-Nelson 
said. “When you double the size of 
the organization, you’re going to 
have conflicting views from person 
to person. That’s just something we 
need to learn to grow with, which 
we haven’t.”

         He noted that members 
of SG form bonds and become a 
functioning group of friends. In 
previous years, Lombardi-Nelson 
noticed SG controlled things effec-
tively and efficiently as one group. 
As the organization grows, how-
ever, more students come in with 
different perspectives and agendas.

         “People are a part of [SG] 

to have their opinion, though 
they are serving other causes,” 
Lombardi-Nelson said. “That’s 
what they do though. You have to 
see the toll that takes on the orga-
nization.” He explained that mem-
bers of SG split into factions with 
different ideas that reflect the stu-
dent body.

         Sunshine Law prohibits 
discussion of votes outside of meet-
ings, including Board of Trustees 
and student governments state-
wide, before the presentation of a 
bill. But senators continue to lobby 
support behind spending. 

         Aspiring and current sen-
ators are provided opportunities 
to explore the organization prior 
to commitment. Though faltering 
in the Fall semester, the shadow 
program developed by then-sena-
tor Christa Hegedus allows aspir-
ing senators to attend a senate 
meeting. After discussing inter-
ests, the students were matched to 
potential committees or projects. 
Hegedus wanted potential senators 

to develop interests and mentors 
before and during involvement in 
SG.

         “We had a lot of senators 
come and realize that it’s a lot dif-
ferent from what they expected, 
then they drop out,” Hegedus said. 
When Hegedus first became sena-
tor, she turned to previous presi-
dent Courtney Parrish for advice to 
speak in front of senators.

         “When you go into SG as 
a newbie, it’s hard to become a rep-
resentative because you don’t know 
the dynamic of SG,” Hegedus said. 
“You need mentorship within the 
organization to help you figure out 
how to get your ideas across, how to 
be the most effective for the student 
body.”

         Experiences in SG come 
with bittersweet endings for many 
senators. Sen. Christina Johnson, 
a biomedical sciences major, led 
a committee for campus projects 
and community service for a year 
before transferring to USF Tampa.

         “My committee was one of 
the more laid back,” Johnson said. 
“You’re not going over pieces of 
legislative work. Most of the proj-
ects that I had that came through, 
I always had tons of volunteers.”

news@crowsneststpete.com

“As CFO I feel my job was dangled in front of my 

face and I was constantly strong armed to not 

do something I wanted to do. Last September, I 

was threatened again by Mark Lombardi-Nelson 

that if I did not support Christa Hegedus or 

remain neutral when she runs for President in 

Spring then I would be fired.” -- Lauren Reilly

Though resignations have been common in SG, it continues to grow and leadership must learn to accomodate differing views
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By Amanda Starling
Staff Reporter
 

Couches from Hotel Liquidation, 
hand-painted tables and warm-
toned walls invite residents and 
patrons of the Kenwood neigh-
borhood and the Grand Central 
District to Community Café.

Since its soft opening a few 
weeks ago, the café has already 
established itself as a new neighbor-
hood hangout.

“Working the front and speak-
ing with everyone, we had a bunch 
of people from different ages,” 
said Jason Kiger, an employee at 
the café. “In two days, I’ve seen so 
much of the community.”

Two years of development meet-
ings, an Indiegogo fundraiser and 
a painting party contributed to the 
opening of Community Café at 
2444 Central Ave. in St. Petersburg’s 
Grand Central District.

Café owner Mandy Keyes, 30, 
missed the familiar and friendly 
atmosphere of downtown’s Globe 
Coffee Lounge, which used to be 
on First Avenue N. in downtown. 
When Globe owner JoEllen Schilke 
closed the café’s doors two years 
ago, Keyes took it upon herself to 
create a new sustainable, commu-
nity-driven café.

“We have a very collaborative 
environment here,” Keyes said. 
Patrons can purchase memberships 
with the café to receive free coffee 

and discounted food purchases. 
Customers can also suggest new 
menu items and vote for the ones 
they want to see most.

To help fund her idea, Keyes 
created a campaign on Indiegogo, 
an online crowdfunding platform, 
that offered rewards to supporters 
of the café. With a goal of $5,000, 
Keyes promised rewards ranging 
from stickers to memberships to 
those who helped fund the café. She 
met her goal at $5,050.

With the Community Cafe’s 

opening, late night food options are 
no longer limited to burritos, Keyes 
said. She wanted to add variety to 
the area, while finding a balance 
with nearby boutiques and cafés 
along Central Avenue.

“The Grand Central District is 
a perfect fit for us,” Keyes said. “A 
lot of artists, a lot of community-
minded people. It’s probably the 
best we probably could have hoped 
for.”

The menu offers homemade, 
fresh varieties, including black 

bean hummus, rosemary potato 
wedges and portobello quesadillas. 
Paninis, bacon melts and contrast-
ing vegan options provide custom-
ers with fresh options with every 
visit. 

 “We are confident that when we 
combine the ideas and enthusiasm 
of our community, amazing things 
will result,” Keyes wrote on the 
Indiegogo page. “We will grow with 
each other and cultivate a space full 
of love and laughter.”

Groups flock in for study ses-
sions on laptops, beers and chats 
about mutual friends. Some 
patrons stick around for as long as 
three hours, Kiger said.

 “A lot of people mentioned they 
were looking for a place like this,” 
Kiger said. “They mentioned that 
they felt like they should buy their 
coffee and leave (elsewhere). At 
the Community Café, you can sit 
down, we have nice couches.”

 The Community Café is open 11 
a.m. to midnight, Tuesday through 
Thursday, and 11 a.m. to 3 a.m. on 
Friday and Saturday.

Welcome a new neighbor: 
Community Café’s grand open-
ing will be from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 10, with live music 
provided by Geri X and Jun 
Bustamante. The event is free and 
open to everyone. 

news@crowsneststpete.com

Courtesy of The Community Cafe website

Good vibes and late night bites
St. Pete’s Grand Central District welcomes Community Café

A new year of sounds

By Ryan Ballogg 
Staff Reporter

Upcoming releases

January 6 - 12, 2014| Volume 48 |Issue 15

Another year gone. You didn’t 
lose that weight that you set out to 
lose last New Year. There was no 
2013 apocalypse. In fact, not much 
of anything happened. Now you’ve 
got to make sure that nothing never 
happens again, and 2014 is just the 
year for the undertaking. Here’s a 
list of things you MUST do before 
this year melts away like butter on 
hot pancakes. Good luck!

•	 Be more spontaneous. 
Take a spontaneous road trip or 
camping adventure. Go see your 
favorite band play in a faraway 
place. Better yet, spontaneously 
combust! All your friends will be 
doing it in no time.

•	 Try some freaky different 
food. Maybe even a vegetable! Some 
foods expected to trend this year 
are ice cream sandwiches, non-
wheat pasta and a spicy Korean 
condiment called gochujang.   

•	 Stop going to see Spider 
Man movies. There’s never going to 
be a good one, we promise.

•	 Spend enough time off of 
the phone and computer that your 
dreams aren’t in Google search 
terms and hashtags. #imarealboy

•	 Adopt a pet or help ani-
mals in need as you are able, 
whether it be a cat, fish, dog (in 
that order), or the rabid raccoon 
that lives in your backyard. Furry 
friends are forever.

•	 Start accumulating some 
good karma. Good energy will find 
its way back to you like bad movie 
roles find Nicholas Cage. Or is it the 
other way around … ?

•	 Join a club or organiza-
tion. Or better yet, start your own. 
The Society of Lonely Lumberjacks 
might just be the talk of the town … 
or the lumber mill.

•	 Bring down “the man.” 
Then celebrate by trying every 
flavor of Ben and Jerry’s ice cream 
in one sitting. If you don’t die of 
sugar poisoning in the process, then 
congratulations, you have defeated 
Candy Crush level 2014. Next!

Happy New Year !

By Ryan Ballogg
Staff Reporter

2013 brought us new 
earfuls of sound from 
the likes of David Bowie, 
Black Sabbath and Justin 
Timberlake, and piles of 
musical trash including 
Miley Cyrus and the 
gracious (temporary?) 
retirement of Justin 
Bieber. What’s left after 
such a year, you ask? 
Well, for starters, albums 
of new material from two 
dead guys. 

Johnny Cash, Michael Jackson
Release Date: To Be Determined
Yup, music from beyond the 

grave. The Cash album, Out Among 
the Stars, will be comprised of lost 
recordings from the ‘80s. Jackson’s, 
which has been in the works for 
several years, will feature unre-
leased tracks from throughout his 

career. Maybe if Paul and Ringo 
hurry up and croak soon we can get 
some unreleased Beatles material. 
Just kidding guys …  

Modest Mouse
TBD
One of the most elusive dudes 

in the indie music scene (Isaac 
Brock) has tentatively said his 
band will come out with new mate-
rial this year. They canceled their 
whole European tour to work on 
the album, so here’s hoping it was 
worth coming out of hibernation 
for. Do mice hibernate? 

 

Warpaint
Jan. 21
This all-female “art-rock” band 

is dropping a self-titled release later 
this month, and they are worth 
checking out if you haven’t heard 
of them. The first two singles, “Love 
is to Die” and “Biggy,” are as hyp-
notic and progressive as their first 
album, but with more keys and 
heavy percussion. 

Kanye West
TBD
What will Kanye have to say this 

time? And will anybody care? Only 
the gods of music know, and they’re 
not talking.

Taylor Swift
TBD
One of these days she will crack. 

Her albums will get darker and 
darker, the eyeliner will get heavier, 
and the façade of niceness will melt 
away to reveal Swift’s inner death 
metal vocalist. Probably not this 
year, and probably not the next. But 
someday. No one can be that nice.

Beck
Feb. 14
This hippy-dippy weirdo is 

finally taking enough time out his 
schedule of schmoozing around 
New York City and eating ostrich 
egg omelets to release his first 
album in six years, titled Morning 
Phase. He says he’s going for a 
“California sound” on this one. 

Against Me! 
Jan. 21
This will be the first album from 

the Gainesville-based punk rockers 
in four years. It’s also the first since 
their lead Thomas Gabel underwent 
a sex change to become Laura Jane 
Grace. She explores the process 
from a distance in the new album, 
which tells the story of a transgen-
der prostitute.  

Addendum: We also hope actor 
Christopher Lee will continue his 
heavy metal career this year. If you 
haven’t heard it yet, check out last 
years “Charlemagne: Omens of 
Death” or his newest Christmas 
single, “A Heavy Metal Christmas 
Too.” If only we all had grandpas 
like Christopher.
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By Matthew Thomas
Staff Reporter
 2013 was a year that provided 
some great movies, but it also had 
its share of clunkers, as well as 
movies that were just okay. Since 
it’s January, a dumping ground for 
new movies, why not take a look 
some of the best stuff that came 
out in 2013 to watch at home, or if 
you’re lucky, still catch in theaters.

 
10. “Star Trek Into Darkness”
  This sequel continues the 

Star Trek story by raising the stakes 
for Captain Kirk and his crew, put-
ting them up against a formida-
ble and charismatic villain. The 
movie provides some fun charac-
ter moments and great action set 
pieces. “Star Trek Into Darkness” is 
solid summer entertainment.

 9. “Frozen”
  In a year full of animated 

movies solely aimed toward anyone 
under the age of 12,

“Frozen” provides a surpris-
ing amount of depth. It tells the 
story of two sisters: Elsa, who has 
magical ice powers she can’t con-
trol so she shuts herself away from 
everyone, and Anna, her younger 
sister, an optimist who wants the 
life of the typical Disney princess. 
Things go bad when Elsa acciden-
tally puts their entire kingdom in 

a permanent winter and it is up 
to Anna and the companions she 
meets along the way to get Elsa to 
undo the damage. Frozen also con-
tains the most likeable character 
seen in any movie this year, Olaf, 
a talking snowman who dreams of 
summer. This guy provides a lot of 
this movie’s biggest laughs. Frozen 
is solid Disney entertainment for all 
ages that will manage to get at least 
one tear out of anyone who watches 
it.

 8. “Side Effects”
  The first great movie of 

2013. It starts out as a commentary 
on the side effects of pharmaceuti-
cal drugs as a young wife commits 
a crime after taking her prescribed 
medication and twist after twist the 
movie turns into something that’s 
nearly impossible to predict.

 7. “Don Jon”
  “Don Jon” is a movie that 

calls out the expectations people 
have about life after watching cer-
tain movies, mainly romantic com-
edies. This film is about Jon and 
Barbara played by Joseph Gordon-
Levitt and Scarlett Johansson 
respectively. Jon is a pornography 
obsessed bachelor and Barbara 
plays a woman who expects the 
man she’s with to give up every-
thing to be with her. Can they make 
their relationship work with all 
those hang ups? It’s worth noting 

that this movie really goes there in 
its portrayal of sex and is sure to 
make anyone watching it uncom-
fortable at times -- but in a good 
way.

 6. “12 Years a Slave”
  A free black man with 

a family in the 1840s who knows 
nothing about slavery is tricked 
and kidnapped, and then sold into 
slavery. “12 Years a Slave” suc-
ceeds by transcending everything 
one would expect to see in a movie 
about slavery and is better than a lot 
of them for that. It really hones in 
on the mindset people had during 
the time, both the slaves and slave 
owners. Based on the memoirs of 
Solomon Northup, it is sure to leave 
one speechless after seeing it.

 5. “Before Midnight”
  The third movie in a series 

that started in 1995. The movie once 
again spends a day in the life of a 
Jesse and Celine played by Ethan 
Hawke and Julie Delpy. These three 
movies have been about the same 
two people walking and talking, 
but the appeal lies in the conver-
sations that most people wish they 
could have with their significant 
other. These two have been together 
for nine years now: do they still 
have the same spark they had when 
they first met?  While the same 
can’t be said for this movie, the first 
movie in the series “Before Sunrise” 
is not a bad movie to watch with a 

date. Just making a suggestion.

 4. “Wadjda”
  “Wadjda” is a foreign lan-

guage film about a 9-year-old girl in 
Saudi Arabia who wants a bike. It’s 
a simple desire here in America, but 
in Saudi Arabia, little girls aren’t 
supposed to want bikes. Wadjda is a 
very likable character whose street 
smarts and rebellious streak make 
her stand out from societal norms. 
The expectations for women in her 
culture begin to weigh down on her, 
but Wadjda just wants to be herself. 
If that sounds bleak, don’t worry, 
it’s all done in a subtle manner. This 
movie works well as a family film 
assuming a 10-year-old wouldn’t 
mind a movie with subtitles.

 3. “Fruitvale Station”
  Michael B. Jordan por-

trays Oscar Grant, a young father 
trying to get his life together and 
do right by his daughter and girl-
friend. This just happens to be the 
last day of his life. Based on true 
events, this is a tough movie to sit 
through knowing how it’ll end.

 2. “The Wolf of Wall Street”
  Is it a celebration of bad 

behavior or a cautionary tale? The 
film’s excessiveness in both its 
three hour runtime and sexual 
content have been the subject of 
much debate in recent weeks.  Just 
because audiences laughed at plenty 

of scenes featuring heavy drug 
use and sex with hookers, doesn’t 
mean they’ll try to replicate those 
actions after seeing the movie. “The 
Wolf of Wall Street” is based on the 
memoirs of Jordan Belfort, played 
by Leonardo DiCaprio. The movie 
recounts his days playing the stocks 
game, which involved money laun-
dering, world traveling, drugs, 
hookers, evading the FBI -- and 
that’s not even half of it.

 1. “The Way Way Back”
  Independent coming of 

age films were common this past 
summer. “The Way Way Back” 
is not only the best of the bunch, 
it’s also one of the best movies of 
the year. This movie follows awk-
ward teenager Duncan (played by 
Liam James) who has to spend his 
summer at his mother’s boyfriend’s 
beach house. Duncan doesn’t like 
his mother’s boyfriend (played by 
Steve Carell) nor does he like the 
way his mother acts around him. 
He’s ready to hate his life, but he 
finds solace at a local water park 
he’s able to get a job at. The story 
isn’t anything original, but sensi-
tive direction, immensely likable 
characters combined with a great 
sense of fun make it impossible for 
anyone not to have a giant smile on 
their face as the credits roll.

We Are Young
A playlist
With 2013 behind us, and a brand spanking new year (and semester) ahead, it can be easy to for-
get life before papers and deadlines -- the carefree, pre-college days. Even if this spring finds you 
drowning in syllabi, you can still be young at heart with this youth-inspired playlist.  
By Erin Murphy
Staff Reporter

“Forever Young” by Alphaville
Moving, sad, and somehow 

perfect for a slow dance on prom 
night. Check out the Jay-Z version 
if you prefer your nostalgic jams 
auto-tuned. 

  

“Kids” by MGMT
Why weren’t playground jams 

this cool when I was seven?

“17” by Youth Lagoon
If you’ve ever been 17, confused 

and extremely partial to angsty 
electronic pop, you’re not alone. 
There’s a skinny young man named 
Trevor Powers who knows just how 
you feel.

“Wouldn’t It Be Nice” by The 
Beach Boys 

The Beach Boys do the impossi-
ble in this 1966 hit: make the pain-
ful pinings of adolescent love sound 
almost … cheery. 

“Smells Like Teen Spirit” by 
Nirvana

You’re lying if you say you’ve 
never channeled your inner Kurt 
Cobain while listening to this jam, 
the quintessential tune for angsty, 
grungy teen goodness. Oversized 
red sweater and gnarly surfer hair 
not included. 

“Youth of the Nation” by P.O.D.
While this song contains just 

an ounce less of the teenage angst 
the previous track employs, it wins 

hands-down for the Best Use of an 
Eery Child Choir on a Chorus. So, 
there’s that. 

“Song Without a Reason” by 
Josiah Leming

Celebrating childhood, youth-
fulness and a mother’s love all while 
sounding vaguely British. Cheerio!  

“Young and Beautiful” by Lana 
del Rey

This track is a dark marriage 
of young love and tragic circum-
stances, bringing to mind images 
of hazy bars thick with smoke. 
Or, perhaps this is because of its 
connection to The Great Gatsby 
soundtrack. Either way, THE 
FEELS.

“Stay Young, Go Dancing” by 

Death Cab for Cutie
In which Benjamin Gibbard 

advises you (and all your hooligan 
friends) to lace up your dancin’ 
shoes and get your groove on. Can 
you really argue with him? 

“Step” by Vampire Weekend
Celebrate the fleeting nature of 

youth with this semi-pretentious, 
string-laden track by Ivy League act 
Vampire Weekend. It’s a song you 
can really sink your teeth into.  

“Teenagers” by My Chemical 
Romance

We were all hormonal, teenaged 
youth in the past. But the older 
we get, the more this song makes 
sense. Teenagers really can scare 
the s*** out of us.

    
 “You Make Me Feel So Young” by 
Frank Sinatra
     ‘Ol Blue Eyes effortlessly sings 
of songs to be sung, bells to be 
sung, flings to be flung, and feeling 
young even when you’re old and 
gray.

     “Yesterday” by The Beatles
     Where did our youth go? Paul 
McCartney sings of long lost 
youth, when love was a much easier 
game to play.

     “Die Young Stay Pretty” by 
Blondie
     Why bother playing it safe? 
Don’t just sit withering away in 
a rocking chair waiting for the 
reaper to claim you, get out there 
and enjoy your youth. Bonus 
points for not actually dying.
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Throwback

Editorial

 Legal weed: a yes or no matter

Hot Dog
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Most of us who attend USF St. 
Petersburg and regularly hang out 
in downtown have been approached 
by the curly-haired, glossy-eyed kid 
with a skateboard in one hand and 
a petition to legalize marijuana in 
other. For a stoner, he’s quite per-
sistent. And considering the nearly 
1 million signatures that Florida 
petitioners have collected, he’s no 
rarity.

In a Tampa Bay Times story pub-
lished on Friday, Jan. 3, the cam-
paign director for United for Care, 
the organization spearheading the 
movement, said close to 900,000 
signatures had been collected. He 
estimated the campaign would 
reach 1 million by early this week. 
The Times reports that Pinellas 
County alone has received 72,728 
petitions since August.

Though a proposed constitu-
tional amendment in Florida needs 
only 683,149 valid voter signatures 
to be placed on the November 
ballot, the medical marijuana 
campaign hopes to collect at least 
1,050,000 to counter the rejection 
rate. According to the Times piece, 
rejection rates are running around 
28 to 29 percent for reasons ranging 
from signers not being registered to 

vote to illegible handwriting. The 
rate is considered typical of referen-
dum drives like this one.

Election officials have until Feb. 
1 to verify petitions and get a final 
count. Since some petitions can take 
up to 30 days to verify, problematic 
signatures submitted more recently 
may not get counted. Regardless, 
United for Care plans to petition 
for at least one more week before 
evaluating numbers. So, if you’ve 
managed to evade the curly-haired 
stoner kid thus far, there’s still time. 
Not that we’re trying to sway you 
one way or the other.

If the campaign ends up col-
lecting enough signatures and the 
vote isn’t shot down by the Florida 
Supreme Court or Florida Attorney 
General Pam Bondi’s one-woman 
anti-weed action committee, it 
seems to have a decent chance. 
According to The Daily Chronic, 
recent polls found 82 percent of 
Florida voters are in favor of legal-
izing medical marijuana.

In legalizing medical mari-
juana, Florida would join 20 states 
and Washington D.C. For Bondi, 
the problem does not seem to be 
the legalization itself, but the “leni-
ency” for getting a prescription. 

According to her, Florida’s law 
would make it “one of the most 
lenient medical-marijuana states, 
allowing use for limitless ‘other 
conditions’ specified by any 
physician.”

Florida’s proposed amend-
ment would allow marijuana to be 
prescribed outrightly for cancer, 
glaucoma, AIDS, hepatitis C, 
ALS, Crohn’s disease, Parkinson’s 
disease and multiple sclerosis. 
However, the loophole is found in 
the clause, “other conditions for 
which a physician believes that 
medical use of marijuana would 
likely outweigh the potential health 
risks for a patient.”

PolitiFact Florida analyzed 
Bondi’s claim that Florida’s policy 
would be more lenient than those 
of other states. Because the pro-
posal would allow doctors to make 
recommendations for marijuana 
use without getting approval from 
a designated state agency, PolitiFact 
declared Bondi’s claim “mostly 
true.”

Even so, does the leniency of 
a medical marijuana law really 
matter? Florida’s weed smokers are 
obviously not deterred by the law 
as it stands. If medical marijuana 

is too hard to get a prescription 
for, no one is going to bother. If it 
remains easier to get an eighth from 
your sixteen-year-old neighbor 
than from a specialized pharmacy, 
you’re probably going to continue 
hitting up Jimmy. And then he’ll 
profit, not the state.

So, in looking at the reasons 
to legalize medical marijuana, 
perhaps we should consider the 
people who will actually be using 
it for medical use. The patients of 
chronic diseases, who would ben-
efit from a high more than the rest 
of us, should be at the heart of this 
campaign. The only new smok-
ers that the legalization of medi-
cal marijuana will create are those 
who need it medically. And if your 
common stoner finds a way to get 
piece of paper that allows him or 
her to take part, then so be it.

It’s not too late: Signatures to 
legalize medical marijuana will be 
accepted till the end of this week or 
later. Petitions can be downloaded 
on unitedforcare.org.

editor@crowsneststpete.com

 Jan. 9, 1493 – Christopher Columbus, an Italian explorer sailing near the Dominican Republic, claimed 
to have seen three mermaids on his journey. In reality, these sea creatures were manatees -- large, slow-moving 
animals that inhabit tropical waters mostly near Florida.

 Mythical sea creatures like mermaid have existed in sailing folklore since the time of the ancient Greeks. 
These creatures are said to have the head and torso of a woman and the bottom half of a fish, scales and all. Like 
the mythical siren, mermaids have been said to be beautiful seductresses who sing songs to lure sailors to their 
deaths.
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Matt Thomas is a senior 
majoring in mass communica-
tions and entertainment critic. 
He can be reached at matthew17@
mail.usf.edu or on Twitter  @
handsomestmatt

count how many mosquito bites 
you DON’T get.

Enjoy the cold weather while it 
lasts. Before you know it we will all 
be complaining about how hot and 
humid it is again. 

Today’s forecast: get over it

Chelsea Tatham is a senior 
majoring in mass communications 
and managing editor. She can be 
reached at chelsea11@mail.usf.edu 
or on Twitter @chelsea91t

By  Matt Thomas
Staff Columnist

Hobbies v. chores

By Chelsea Tathum 
Staff Columnist
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When we were born, regard-
less of whatever opportunities we 
had or didn’t have, we were told the 
same “truth” by a family member, 
friend, or teacher: “you can grow 
up to be anything you want.” When 
we were young, our choices didn’t 
carry a lot of weight, so that goal 
always remained in sight, no matter 
how many times we changed it.

As we got older and were 
exposed to different things our 
decisions started to weigh more. 
Who we hung out with actually 
mattered and sent us down certain 
paths. Things like GPAs and SAT 
scores were more important than 
ever and determined what school 
you went to. Choices in our rela-
tionships helped shaped us. Some 
learned from past relationships, 
some have gotten engaged to be 
married and some have already 
started families.

After going through all that, 
how possible is it still for you to 
achieve that childhood goal? If 
you’ve strayed, what strayed you 
from it? Love life? Thinking real-
istically? Laziness? Can you even 
remember what you wanted to be 
all that time ago? I can’t.

As I start my final semester, I 
realize that I’m locked to my major. 
Toward the end of the previous 
semester I had a lot of doubts on 
what I really wanted to do. I do find 
relief knowing that mass commu-
nications is such a broad term that 
could lead to a lot of opportunities, 
hopefully.

I wrote a column last semester 
about how movies are better than 
real life. While it was written in jest, 
I think watching so many movies 
exposed me to too many things and 
made a lot of different careers seem 
appealing. Watching too many 
movies also provided me with a 
much unwanted hero complex and 
unrealistic expectations of life.

I was confident that I wanted to 
be a movie reviewer in life, but as a 
hobby it’s starting to feel more like 
a chore and I’ve only been doing 
it regularly for two years now. The 
upside to that is, I no longer have 
to spend $8 every week or drive to 
Tampa for free screenings.

I hope I can find a new path, but 
my goals for the semester are to get 
straight A’s, make my short film 
and graduate, of course. If you were 
to ask me now what I wanted to be: 
I don’t want to be ordinary.  

11 days a nightmare
By Tyler Killette
Staff Columnist

The day after Christmas, two 
large presents remained neatly 
wrapped under our tree. Mom 
would not open hers until Dad 
came home from the hospital.

More days passed. Dead, brit-
tle pine leaves dotted the pepper-
mint patterned wrapping paper. 
The Christmas decorations should 
have come down by now. I began 
wondering if I should take initia-
tive and unwrap the presents while 
Mom was away. I thought it might 
be easier if I made the gifts disap-
pear, rather than allowing them 
to constantly remind us of our 
heartbreak. 

The news that my dad’s cancer 
had spread to the blood in his brain 
-- a condition with limited, mostly 
ineffective treatment options for an 
already incurable disease -- left us 
broken. The doctors said Hospice 
would likely be the next step. My 
mom was faced with the task of tell-
ing my brother and I that our father 
had no more than a month to live.

As I saw my world crumbling 
around me and my worst nightmare 
coming true, I came to grips with 
the idea that my dad would never 
make it home to open his present. 
I couldn’t stop thinking about how 
much my life would change.

Petty things, like who would 
show me how to reboot the Internet 
router when the connection was 
slow? Who would moderate stupid 
fights between me and my mom? 
And bigger things, like who would 
I ask about finances and bills and 

jobs and everything else required 
of a functioning adult? I worried 
no one else would have the answers. 
I worried for my mom, who was 
about to lose the love of her life, and 
for my brother, who would have to 
make it through his second half of 
high school 
without a 
father. 
 Crippling 
fear ulti-
mately 
over-
powered 
these wor-
ries. On 
the night 
we first 
received the devastating news, I 
wrote on my blog, “I’m scared no 
one else will be able to make my 
mom, brother and I laugh every day 
and fill our hearts with so much 
happiness. I’m scared no one else 
will be able to show us so much 
love.” I cried over those words for 
hours.

After spending a few days 
sedated on an intubation tube for 
tests, my dad slowly began waking 
up in the hospital. I watched my 
mom look into her husband’s eyes 
and ask, “Do you know who I 
am?” Hearing my dad struggle to 
respond, “I don’t remember,” was 
one the lowest moments of my life. 
But Mom kept it together and I 
tried my best to do the same.

Over the next few days, my dad 
made tremendous strides in recov-
ery. He was talking, eating, sitting 
up and even standing for shorts 
periods of time. He told one of the 
nurses I was going to school to be 
a journalist. One night before bed, 
I talked to him on the phone and 

he told me he loved me just like he 
always does. Things were still foggy, 
but he was my dad again. Even if it 
wouldn’t last long, I was so grateful 
to have that gift.

Though doctors seemed sure of 
the diagnosis, we were still waiting 

on results 
from one 
final test. 
They told us 
there were 
other possi-
bilities, but 
those were 
hopelessly 
slim.

As I saw 
my dad 

improving so rapidly, it became 
harder to believe his battle with 
cancer was nearing it’s end. How 
was he getting better if his condi-
tion was getting worse? I began 
allowing myself to hope, but as a 
realist and believer in science, I 
respected the professional opinions 
we had been given.

On Thursday, Jan. 2, seven 
days after my dad was issued what 
seemed like a death sentence, our 
lives again changed within min-
utes. That one infinitely minute 
outcome — so minute it hadn’t 
even been listed as a possibility 
— was ours. Results from a spinal 
tap showed no signs of cancer in 
my dad’s brain. Doctors decided 
his symptoms must have come 
from a nasty infection, which sub-
sided with antibiotics administered 
during the diagnostic process. He 
still had cancer, of course, but the 
thing that had been attacking his 
brain and making our lives hell was 
gone. He was going to be OK. He 
was going to live.

“I’m scared no one else will be 
able to make my mom, brother 
and I laugh every day and 
fill our hearts with so much 
happiness. I’m scared no one 
else will be able to show us so 
much love.” 

 Winters in Florida typically 
aren’t much different from any of 
the other seasons in Florida. Yes, 
the humidity drops a little and 
there’s less rain. Sometimes you can 
even turn the air off and wear jeans 
outside without sweating through 
them. Gasp!

Since 2010, Florida hasn’t expe-
rience many cold days. And when I 
say cold, I mean cold enough to opt 
out of wearing sandals and board 
shorts.

 However, 2014 started out with 
some chilly days, exciting all the 
high school girls into dressing like 

Han Solo, vest and all. The first 
week back to school for the spring 
semester has almost record lows of 
39 degrees and some days a high of 
only 47 degrees.

 Time to break out the bright 
copper kettles for soup and warm 
woolen mittens to keep your digits 
toasty.

    I’m excited for the temperature 
drop. I’m not accustomed to colder 
weather and I only own one kind-
of-suitable-for-winter jacket, but it’s 
a nice change. I was sick of starting 
to sweat by just stepping outside.

 What I’m not excited about, and 
frankly pretty annoyed with, is the 
complaining I hear and read from 
fellow Floridians that just can’t 
handle the cold.

While the rest of the country 

deals with snowstorms, below 
freezing temperatures and worry-
ing if their flights will be cancelled, 
Floridians are complaining about 
having to turn the heat on and can-
celling First Friday because of the 
“bitter cold.”

 It’s time to buck up, buttercups. 
You could be worrying about freez-
ing pipes, shoveling snow, or being 
stuck in the house with your family 
for days because the snow is piled 
up too high.

Use the low temperatures as a 
chance to finally wear those trendy 
boots with that expensive pea 
coat that you “just had to have” 
but never get to wear. Sip a nice 
hot coffee and some soup without 
breaking out in sweat. Take a lei-
surely stroll through a park and 

The news was almost incom-
prehensible. The idea of my dad 
having but weeks to live sunk in 
so deeply that the opposite seemed 
impossible.

In the 11 days my dad spent in 
the hospital, I felt like I was hit by 
a train at least 11 times. In those 11 
days I experienced more fear, sad-
ness, stress, confusion and hope-
lessness than I have in my entire 
life. But these feelings are now sur-
mounted by ceaseless hope, joy and 
gratefulness.

My dad came home on Jan. 3, 
just in time to celebrate his 22nd 
wedding anniversary with my 
mom the next day. He unwrapped 
the sound bar speaker system that 
had been waiting for him under the 
tree and my mom finally opened 
her full length standing mirror.

What began as the worst holi-
day I could imagine ended with 
the most precious gift I could ask 
for. I’m now convinced my dad can 
overcome anything. And though 
the last few weeks left my family 
feeling broken and devastated, we 
survived. This experience has made 
us not only a stronger family, but 
stronger human beings.

My dad has been battling an 
incurable cancer for almost four 
years now and still has a long road 
ahead of him. But at least now we 
know he’ll have time to fight.

Tyler Killette is a senior major-
ing in mass communications and is 
editor-in-chief. She can be reached 
at tkillette@mail.usf.edu or on 
Twitter @tylerkillette.
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Men’s Basketball
Weekly Schedule
Jan. 9
USF at Temple, 7 (ESPNU)
Last Week’s Results
Dec. 28
USF 61, Bradley 57
Dec. 31
Memphis 88, USF 73
Jan. 4
Houston 67, USF 58
Conference Standings
 CONF. OVERALL

 W-L W-L
Louisville 2-0 13-2
Cincinnati 2-0 13-2
Houston 2-0 10-5
SMU 1-1 11-3
Memphis 1-1 10-3
UCF 1-1 9-4
Rutgers 1-1 7-8
UConn 0-2 11-3
USF 0-2 9-6
Temple 0-2 5-7

Women’s Basketball
Weekly Schedule
Jan. 7
USF vs. Temple, 7
Jan. 12
vs. Louisville, 3
Last Week’s Results
Dec. 28
Rutgers 66, USF 53
Dec. 31
USF 77, Houston 54
Jan. 4
USF 76, SMU62
Conference Standings
 CONF. OVERALL

 W-L W-L
UConn 3-0 15-0
Louisville 3-0 15-1
Rutgers 2-0 11-2
Temple 2-1 8-5
USF 2-1 7-7
SMU 1-2 10-4
UCF 1-2 8-6
Memphis 0-2 7-7
Cincinnati 0-3 7-7
Houston 0-3 4-10

Hockey
Lightning Schedule
Jan. 7
Lightning at Winnipeg, 8
Jan. 9
Lightning vs. Wash., 7:30

Women’s Roster
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. 
1 Ivana Vuletic F/C 6-3 Jr.
2 Micah Kroll G 5-8 So.
3 Tamara Taylor G 5-10 Jr.
4 Neena Pacholke G 5-7 Fr.
5 Trimaine McCullough G 5-8 Fr.
10 Courtney Williams G 5-8 So.
11 Ariadna Pujol G 6-1 Fr.
13 Inga Orekhova G 6-2 Sr.
14 Paige Cashin F/C 6-4 Fr.
15 Shavontae Naylor G 5-9 So.
21 Jayla King G/F 6-0 Fr.
23 Shalethia Stringfield G 5-6 R-So.
24 Alisia Jenkins F 6-1 So.
31 Laura Marcos Canedo G 5-8 R-Fr.
32 Akila McDonald C 6-4 Sr.

Remaining Schedule Remaining Schedule

Men’s Roster
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. 
0 Martino Brock G 6-5 Sr.
1 Musa Abdul-Aleem G 6-5 Jr.
2 Victor Rudd F 6-9 R-Sr.
3 Zach LeDay F 6-7 So.
4 Corey Allen Jr. G 6-1 Jr.
5 John Egbunu C 6-10 Fr.
10 Josh Heath G 6-2 Fr.
11 Anthony Collins G 6-1 Jr.
15 Shemiye McLendon G 6-3 R-Jr.
21 Javontae Hawkins G 6-3 205
23 Chris Perry F/C 6-8 Fr.
24 Dre Clayton F 6-6 Fr.
30 Bo Zeigler G/F 6-6 Fr.

All conference games

January
7 - vs. Temple, 7
12 - vs. Louisville, 3
18 - at UCF, 7
21 - vs. Cincy, 7
26 - at UConn, 12
29 - vs. Houston, 7
February

2 - at Louisville, 2
5 - at Memphis, 8
8 - vs. UCF, 2
16 - vs. UConn, 4
19 - at Cincy, 7
22 - at Temple, 2
25 - vs. Memphis, 7
March
1 - vs. SMU, 7

All conference games

January
9 - at Temple, 7
15 - at SMU, 7
18 - vs. Cincy, 5
22 - vs. Louisville, 7
26 - at Memphis, 2
28 - vs. SMU, 7
February
2 - at Cincy, 12

5 - at UCF, 7
8 - vs. Rutgers, 8
12 - at UConn, 7
15 - vs. UCF
18 - at Louisville, 7
26 - vs. UConn, 7
March
1 - at Rutgers, 12
4 - at Houston, 8:30
8 - vs. Temple, 2

USF Basketball
2013-14 Midseason Review

Jenkins shines  
second time around

Defense not the 
problem in Tampa

By Mike Hopey
Staff Reporter

Sophomore Alicia Jenkins has 
taken a huge step forward and has 
become one of the leaders of this 
year’s Lady Bulls basketball team.

The Statesboro, Ga. native is now 

averaging a double-double through 
13 games. Jenkins is third on the 
team with 10 points per game and 
leads the team in rebounds with 10 
per game. Jenkins is also the only 
Bull to start all 13 games.

In her freshman season in 2012-
13, Jenkins averaged 6.3 points per 
game and 6.2 rebounds while start-
ing 23 of 32 games. She was named 
to the Big East All-freshmen team 
for her efforts.

So far in 2013-14, wins and 
losses for the Bulls have come in 
stretches. After a close 78-70 open-
ing night loss at the Sun Dome to 
No. 8 Maryland, USF won four in 
a row before dropping six of seven 
leading into the team’s conference 
schedule.

This season, The American isn’t 
stacked with a ton of talent out-
side of the top two teams. No. 1 
UConn and No. 7 Louisville were 
the National Champions and run-
ner-ups respectively in 2012-13 and 
most teams, including the Bulls can 
pencil in losses to both teams.

Success for the Bulls and lead-
ing scorer Courtney Williams, who 
is averaging 14.6 points per game, 
will lie in how the team performs 
against the rest of the American 
Athletic Conference.

It has been a rocky start for the 
Bulls who have gotten off to a 7-7 
start this season but with a little 
more consistency there is no reason 
this team cannot finish in the top 
four of the conference.

By Mike Hopey
Staff Reporter

It seems Stan Heath’s basketball 
team still has the defensive prow-
ess that lead them to an NCAA 
Tournament berth back in 2011. 

In all but four games this season, 
the Bulls have held their opponents 
under 70 points. The problem for 
Bulls, who are 9-6 on the season, is 
that they can’t find consistent scor-
ing to supplement the solid defense.

Through their first 15 games, 
South Florida has averaged 69 
points per game. Of the 351 schools 
that make up Division 1 of the 
NCAA, the Bulls rank 262nd. 
What suits Heath’s team best is 
playing a tight defensive game. The 
Bulls have only won one game this 
season in which both teams score 
more than 70 points.

Leading USF so far has been 
senior Victor Rudd. Rudd leads the 
team in points per game with 15.7 
and rebounds with 7.1 per game.

USF’s first season in The 
American has gotten off to a poor 
start. The Bulls dropped their 
first two games to Memphis and 
Houston.

If the Bulls hope to be dancing 
in March they need to win at least 
11 more games and have a decent 
run in the conference tournament 
to be considered for an at-large bid.

The hardest stretch of the team’s 
conference schedule will be in 
February when they play No. 17 
UConn twice and No. 14 Louisville 

on the road in a stretch from Feb. 
12 to 26.

A trip to Arlington, Texas for the 
Final Four in April is unlikely but 
with their strong defense USF can 
certainly have a memorable season.

sports@crowsneststpete.com

By Mike Hopey
Staff Reporter

The Tampa Bay Rowdies 
couldn’t win a second consecutive 
North American Soccer League 
title in 2013, but back on Dec. 12 
the team made a deal to ensure it’s 
long-term viability.

In front of a banner reading, 
“A New Era,” the team announced 
St. Petersburg businessman Bill 
Edwards had become the new 
majority owner of the team.

“We intend to continue to build 
this team in St. Petersburg and 
preach to the visibility of it and 
keep it winning,’’ Edwards said. 
“We won in 2012, there’s no reason 
why we can’t win again this year.”

Edwards, the owner of St. 

Petersburg based Mortgage 
Investors Corporation, said the 
purchase of the team took three 
months. Terms of the deal were not 
released.

The team’s former-majority 
owner David Laxer remains with 
the team as a minority owner and 
will keep his seat on the Rowdies’ 
Board of Directors. Rowdies’ presi-
dent and general manager, Andrew 
Nestor, will retain his positions 
with the team and serve as a minor-
ity owner.

The Edwards-led group also 
announced at the press conference 
that 1,100 seats would be added to 
the south side of the stadium. The 
luxury green and gold seats will be 
sold as club and reserved seating. 

The player bench will also be inte-
grated into the new seats, getting 
Rowdies fans closer to the team.

Edwards said he is determined 
to keep the team in its current loca-
tion and make improvements to Al 
Lang Stadium. Nestor said the team 
was exploring other upgrades, like 
a new scoreboard.

“I think in the future, that would 
make a wonderful 20,000-seat sta-
dium for someone,” Edwards said. 
“Whether that happens or not is up 
to a lot of different factors, but that 
would be a great thing to see.”

With the new ownership group, 
the team’s operating budget will 
increase. The group’s first move was 
resigning head coach Ricky Hill, 
whose contract expired at the end 

of the 2013 season. The Rowdies 
also resigned team-captain Frankie 
Sanfillippo, Shane Hill, goalkeeper 
Diego Restrepo and NASL MVP 
Georgi Hristov. They also acquired 
Lucky Mkosana and defender Blake 
Wagner.

On Dec. 24, the team signed 
NASL 2013 golden boot winner, 
Brian Shiver to a four-year con-
tract with team options for the last 
two years. Shiver scored 15 goals in 
2013 for the Carolina RailHawks.

The Rowdies begin the 2014 
season on April 12 when they host 
FC Edmonton at Al Lang Stadium.
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